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Permanent Painting

ALUMINA WHITE  OR LAKE WHITE

This is the hydrated oxide of alumina which is
ground in linseed oil, and is almost as transparent as
glass. It is simply used as a medium for reducing or
attenuating other pigments as, for instance, when it
is desirable to glaze with burnt sienna, it is of advan-
tage to mix burnt sienna with alumina, because in
that way the burnt sienna assumes all the qualities of
a lake color. Alumina is permanent, and is not af-
fected by other pigments. As however, the amount of
oil necessary to grind alumina into the paste form is
very large, the oil contained in the mixture is prone
to turn yellow. It has a variety of advantages, how-
ever, which makes it exceedingly useful and can be
generally recommended.

ANTWERP  BLUE
Antwerp blue is either a mixture of Prussian blue
or Chinese blue with aluminum hydrate, in other words,
it is a Prussian blue reduced with a transparent base,
and is not to be recommended where absolute perma-
nency is desired. Of itself, or when mixed with zinc
white, it produces very beautiful sky blue shades, and
if properly varnished and painted on a solid surface,
such as metal or wood, shows no change for many
years, but when Antwerp blue is mixed with flake
white or zinc white and reduced with raw linseed oil,
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